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curred there was trouble for somebody. Mea-
surements, however, were made not by red
tape but by Kitchener's own conception of
what the circumstances demanded. He was at
first inclined to set up the same standard in the
office at Cairo. It distressed him to find that
a battalion had received a new set of boots, to
which they were entitled by regulations, when
he knew from personal inspection that the old
ones were not worn out. On the other hand, if
some expenditure appeared obviously neces-
sary he resented having to quote regulations in
support of it. Still more did he resent a de-
mand for explanation once his opinion had
been recorded. This attitude was mellowed in
after years by time and experience, but it never
died out completely. He was self-opinionated,
generally with good reason; what roused*the
antagonism of superiors, colleagues, and juniors
was that even on minor subjects he would not
launch into explanation of his conduct or
views. " He-who-must-be-obeyed" was his
name, and juniors soon found that it was not
for them to reason why.
Ever since the Khalifa had been established
in power it was obviously his policy to follow
up the Mahdi's success and make some sort of
attempt on Egypt After taking possession of
Dongola, - bands of Dervishes raided villages
along the Nile, and though they were roughly
handled in an action at Ginniss on December
30, 1885, they continued to follow up our re-
treat. In 1887 a chieftain called Wad-el-
Nejumi collected some 4,000 men, with a huge